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analytical findings for the two specimens from a given dog suggests that there was a true disturbance of the calcium metabolism, and that analysing the dentine might serve as a valuable method of controlling experiments on the calcium metabolism of dogs.
Scorbutic Gums in an Adult.-F. PARKES WEBER, M.D. (introduced by P. LLOYD WILLIAMS, M.R.C.S.).-The patient, a pale man, aged 39, was admitted to hospital on February 20, 1932, with turgid " spongy" gums and follicular petechime on both legs. He had pain in the legs, which almost prevented him from walking. A blood-count showed considerable anamia:-Hmmoglobin 42%; erythrocytes 2,260,000; colour-index 0 93; leucocytes-5,200 (polymorphonuclears 66%; lymphocytes 24%; monocytes 10%); the red cells showed some anisocytosis, but hardly any poikilocytosis; the thrombocyte-count was 340,000. His diet for Scorbutic Gums. many years had been calculated to produce experimental scurvy, but the symptoms of scurvy had arisen only during the last two weeks: spongy gums, purpura (chiefly of the hair follicles on the legs), and pains in the legs. Two years ago he had had temporary purpura, which disappeared without hospital treatment. The pain and purpura in his legs are already much better (February 22) under simple antiscorbutic measures. At the hospital recently I saw a somewhat similar condition of spongy scorbutic gums in a slightly rachitic infant, cutting its incisor teeth, and it was the pain in the legs which helped me to the diagnosis of scurvy. The gums soon became normal under ordinary anti-scorbutic measures.
Postscript (March 23, 1932) .-The patient rapidly improved. On March 21 before leaving the hospital, a blood-count gave: hmmoglobin 86%; erythrocytes 4,800,000. The scorbutic swelling of his gums had subsided, but some pyorrhcea alveolaris remained. It should be added that there was no gastric achlorhydria in this case and that the Wassermann reaction was negative.
